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POLICYHOLDER DEATH RATES BY CAUSES 


Rates per 100,000 Lives Exposed 


and Percent of Total Deaths 
ORDINARY LIFE INSURANCE 





1942 1944 1946 1948 1949 





Death % Total Death % Total Death % Total Death % Total Death % Total 
Rate Deaths Rate Deaths Rate Deaths Rate Deaths Rate Deaths 





CHIEF CARDIOVASCULAR. 
RENAL DISEASES 
Heart Diseases 240.7 
Cerebral Hemorrhage 53-0 
Nephritis 31.9 


Total 325.6 


CANCER 92.4 


RESPIRATORY DISEASES 


Pneumonia 22.4 
Influenza 2.6 
Other 7.5 


Total 32.8 
TUBERCULOSIS 19.9 
DIABETES 10.7 
PUERPERAL STATE 


EXTERNAL CAUSES 


Motor Vehicle Accidents F 13.5 ‘ ; A i 2.9 
Other Accidents a : 38.9 § 9. H ‘ d 3.8 
Suicides J : 11.4 i y A i i J 2.2 
Homicides 15 F 12 i E Z 
Wer Deaths 12.6 i 94.1 a : d © 


Total 81.5 : 159.1 A ; 9.1 
ALL OTHER CAUSES 103.7 107.0 ¢ ! 15.9 
TOTAL ALL CAUSES 668.8 ‘ 751.2 , 100.0% 





* Included in ALL OTHER CAUSES 
9 Less than 0.05% 


(continued on next page) 





Policyholder Death Rates — (continued) 
INDUSTRIAL LIFE INSURANCE 





1942 1944 1946 1948 1949 





Cause Death % Total Death 


Rate Deaths Rate 


% Total Death 
Deaths Rate 


% Total Death 
Deaths Rate 


% Total 
Deaths 


% Total Death 
Deaths Rate 





CHIEF CARDIOVASCULAR- 
RENAL DISEASES 


Heart Diseases 238.2 247.5 32.3% 
Cerebral Hemorrhage 65.5 ’ 4 f 70.3 4 9.3 
Nephritis 47.9 i 4 41.7 i % 48 
Total 351.6 359.5 16.4 
CANCER 107.4 116.3 


RESPIRATORY DISEASES 


Pneumonia 36.9 b \ 32.3 
Influenza 4.1 4 f j 4.4 
Other 9.2 : : , 9.2 


Total 50.2 45.9 
CHILDHOOD DISEASES _ 2.6 ‘ , ‘ 2.1 
TUBERCULOSIS , . : 40.9 
DIABETES 
PUERPERAL STATE 4.8 : : 3.9 


DIARRHEA AND 
ENTERITIS 5.0 
EXTERNAL CAUSES 


Motor Vehicle Accidents 18.3 
Other Accidents 36.0 
Suicides 8.3 
Homicides 4.7 
War Deaths tz 


Total 74.5 9.5 
ALL OTHER CAUSES 122.8 15.6 
TOTAL ALL CAUSES 787.9 100.0% 





* Included in ALL OTHER CAUSES 
** Less than 0.05% 


Totals for U. S. estimated on basis of reports from life insurance companies representing from 80% to 90% of the total life insurance in force in the 


United States. 


The death rate in 1949 reached an all-time low among 
policyholders of U. S. life insurance companies. The 
over-all death rate among policyholders was 701 per 
100,000 in 1949, compared with 727 in 1942 and 980 
in 1915. 

Tuberculosis, respiratory diseases, and accidents 
were all down from the 1948 rates. Even the cardio- 
vascular-renal diseases showed a slight decline from 
the previous year. 

For ordinary policyholders the death rate in 1949 
was 611.4 per 100,000. This was a decrease of 2% 
from the 1948 rate of 625.1 and a drop of 19% from 
the 1944 wartime rate of 751.2. For industrial policy- 
holders the death rate in 1949 was 753.7 per 100,000, 


1% less than the 1948 rate. 

The distribution of causes of death is similar for 
both ordinary and industrial policyholders. The indus- 
trial death rate is higher, largely because holders of 
such policies are not generally subject to medieal ex- 
amination, but for both classes of policyholders the 
following pattern was apparent in 1949: the chief car- 
diovascular-renal diseases accounted for about one-half 
of all policyholder deaths, cancer accounted for about 
one-sixth of the deaths, and accidents for about 6%. 
Respiratory diseases and tuberculosis, however, ac- 
counted for a greater portion of the industrial deaths 
(9%) than of the ordinary deaths (5‘< ). 
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INVESTMENTS OF U. S. LIFE INSURANCE COMPANIES (fe 


(000,000 Omitted) h ") oA Ly 
‘ ary } 

} Ss 
iz Vil d 


ACQUIRED ' HELD NET CHANGE 


Type of Investment April April 4 Months 4Months April30 April 30 April 
1950 1949 =$1950 1949 1950 1949 1950 
Government U.S. $ 59 $ 51 $319 $258 $15,099 $16,196 $ -48 


Canada — o 3 1,045 1,098 ~13 
Other — —_ — 18 18 — 


State, Pro- US. 10 74 49 1,080 885 2 
vincial, Canada 29 14 362 332 14 
Local Other it aie 2 2 — 

World Bank 1 10 51 61 — 

Railroad U.S. 37 2,999 26 

Foreign — — 46 47 2 


Public wes, 31 
Utility Foreign - 258 14 


Other U.S. -27 
Foreign 25 
TOTAL 26 
Railroad U.S. = 
Foreign =e 
PREFERRED Public U.S. ll 
STOCKS Utility Foreign : oa 
Other U.S. 
Foreign 
TOTAL 
Railroad U.S. 32 
Foreign cas 
COMMON Public U.S. 113 
STOCKS Utility Foreign — 
Other U.S: 292 
Foreign 1 
TOTAL 7 438 


Farm V. A. 28 


MORTGAGE Other 1,178 1,026 


LOANS Non-Farm F.H.A. — 3,897 2,751 
V.A. ! 1,284 1,207 
Other - 7,261 6,500 


TOTAL 13,648 11,513 
Company Used 335 308 


Investment Residential 316 259 
REAL Commercial 537 433 


ESTATE 
Other Farm 36 50 
Non-Farm 55 70 


TOTAL 1,279 1,120 
POLICY LOANS 2,280 2,110 
CASH me 857 — 852 


OTHER ASSETS — 1,405 1,184 
TOTAL ASSETS _ _ $60,660 $56,589 $278 




























































































Totals for U. S. companies estimated on basis of reports from life insurance companies representing 97% of all assets. Net change in holdings for the 
month may sometimes be greater than acquisitions for a given item due to write-ups and other adjustments, 





LIFE INSURANCE BENEFIT PAYMENTS IN THE UNITED STATES 


(000 Omitted) 





Type of Benefit Payment 


April 
1950 


April 
1949 


4 Months 
1950 


4 Months 
1949 





DEATH BENEFITS 
(Other Than Accidental 
Death Benefits) 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 


$ 86,299 
22,680 
17,727 


$ 85,118 
20,924 
16,815 


$362,789 
93,497 
72,640 


$343,966 
86,696 
70,283 





TOTAL 


126,706 


122,857 


528,926 


500,945 





ACCIDENTAL 
DEATH BENEFITS 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 


1,500 
525 


1,451 
17 
564 


6,293 
20 
2,334 


5,903 
39 
2,349 





TOTAL 


2,025 


2,032 


8,647 


8,291 





MATURED ENDOWMENTS 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 


TOTAL 


27,784 
32 
12,400 


25,148 
52 
12,760 


121,900 
225 
51,554 


112,682 
242 
53,639 





40,216 


37,960 


173,679 


166,563 





DISABILITY 
PAYMENTS 
(Including Premiums 


Waived) 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 


6,195 
1,300 
389 


6,494 
1,155 
364 


26,641 
4,934 
1,432 


26,501 
4,714 
1,345 





TOTAL 


7,884 


8,013 


33,007 


32,560 





ANNUITY PAYMENTS 
(Other Than Surrender 


Values and Dividends) 


Group 
_Individual 


6,238 
13,650 


5,127 
14,129 


27,604 
58,745 


22,332 
59,261 





TOTAL 


19,888 


19,256 


86,349 


81,593 





SURRENDER VALUES 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 
Annuity _ 


33,047 
289 


14,753 
4,531 


30,386 
200 


13,851 
4,400 


138,073 
1,187 
59,660 
‘21,286 


111,832 





TOTAL 


52,620 


48,837 


220,206 





DIVIDENDS TO 
POLICYHOLDERS 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 
Annuity 


35,244 
6,588 
4,108 

523 


34,062 
7,427 
4,545 

314 


149,946 
33,555 
34,193 

1,819 





TOTAL 


46,463 


46,348 


219,513 





TOTAL LIFE INSURANCE BENEFITS 


$295,802 


$285,303 


$1,270,327 


$1,177,651 





ACCIDENT & HEALTH 
BENEFITS 
(Paid by Life Insurance 


Companies) 


Group 
Personal 
Dividends 


28,951 
7,916 
1,813 


26,272 
11,174 
2,891 


107,669 
40,049 
10,720 


89,262 
36,603 
10,097 





TOTAL 


$ 38,680 


$ 40,337 





$ 158,438 


$ 135,962. 





Totals for U. S. estimated on basis of reports from life insurance companies representing 97% of all life payments. 





